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Cmaantier K. ttassmber^ 
U. S. Coast Guard 
Captatn of tfic Port 
Karinf Safety Office 
477 Michigan Avenue. Roon SSO 
Detroit. Hichlsan 43226 

Dear Comander Vassetdyerp: 

T&ls letter Is In response to year letter of Movcnfeer S. 1980 repardles 
the BASF Kyandotte (Federal Marine Terolnals) site located In MvervlcK. 
PIfchlgen. It Is the opinion of the U. S. Emrlreneenul Protection Agency 
(USCPA) that the course of action Indicated In the fdllowing recoaaettda> 
t1<ms presents the best response to the conditions encountered at the 
BASF site as known at this tlm. 

The first asp^t of the hazardous conditions at the BASF site which Is 
of concern Is the runoff of contanlnated surface water f^on the site to 
the Detroit Mver. This surface water runoff was clearly evident during 
the Regional Response Town aaectlng en August 21. 1980. On that date 
OSEPA recooawded that Section 311 funds he utilized to contain this 
rumff. It was apparent et the forr weetlng that Interla eontalanent of 
the runoff could be acceapTlshed with eaterlals located on the site at 
« raasenable cost. 

Pursuant to Section 811(c)(1) of the Clean Mater Act, 33 D.S.C.i1?21(c)(1). 
*llhenevQr any oil or e hazardous substance Is discharged, cr there It a 
substantial threat of such discharge. Into or upon the navigable waters of 
the United States ... the President Is authorized to act to renove or 
arrange for the reaoval of such oil or substance at any tine ....* There 
Is no requirement that a reportable quantity of any pollutant be shown to 
have ectually entered the Detroit River. In addition, 40 CFRS1510.S3 
requires that "Defensive actlens should begin as toon it possible after 
a discharge or potential discharge Is discovered." Therefore, In light 
of the health hazards associated with the obvious discharge of surface 
rwnoff to the Detroit River end the continued threat of such discharge 
OSFPA renews Its recownendatfofi that 311 fMndi be wsed Immediately to 
contain further runoff from the BASF site. Tt» second aspect of concern 
ossocleted with the site Is the movanent of contaminated ground water 
from the site to tho Detroit River. 



Th« continuing discharpe of contanination fpon the BASF site to the 
Detroit River via ground water flow has been docuwented, however, the 
exact nature of the discharge is unknovm at this ti»e. In order to 
fully assess the cheracterinics of the ground water rovement 
USEPA Is planning to undertake a complete hydrogeoVocic study of the 
site. The funding for this study was recently approved and the necessary 
field work should he completed prior to the end of Oec8nt)cr 1$P0. The 
results of this study will provide us with an assessment of the renedlal 
actions needed to remove the hazards associated with the site. Until 
this stu.Iy is complete it is irpossible to prescribe a complete and 
effective remedial program. Recowaendations concerning the long-tsnr 
reR«dy for the hazards at this site or the potential necessity for the 
further use of Section 311 -ftinding, as well as any conclusive assess
ment of tl»6 conditions at the site are clearly premature at this time. 

In summary, USEPA recoewends that Section 311 funds be used 1rar.odiat€ly 
to contain surface ninoff froa the BASF site. Further remedial actions 
and conclusions regarding the conditions at the site, however, must 
wait until the completion of th^ hydrogeologic study. Please feel 
free to contact me should you have any questions or consents regarding 
these recomendations. 

Sincerely yours. 

Richard E. Bartelt 
Chief, Environrental Emergency and 
Investigations Branch 
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